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STOKESLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report  for  the  Year 

1909. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  the  usual  annual 
report  on  the  mortality  and  sanitary  eondition  of  your  district, 
winch  I  trust  will  give  satisfaction. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  291  births  registered, 
against  296  in  the  preceding  year,  a  dec'rease  of  5,  and  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  25.86  per  1000  inhabitants.  This  is  above  the  average 
rate  for  the  last  ten  years. 

There  is  an  imaease  in  the  number  of  births  at  Stokesley, 
Ayton  and  Broughton,  as  shown  by  Table  II.  At  Ayton  and 
Broughton,  however,  there  is  a  tendency  to  an  increase  in  the 
population  which  may  account  for  the  number  of  births;  in  the 
remaining  parts  of  the  district  there  is  a  falling  off  in  the  number. 

There  were  150  boys  born  and  141  girls:  15  were 
illegitimate. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  of  1907  has  not  been 
adopted  in  this  district,  and  at  present  I  do  not  see  the  need  of  it  in 
this  rural  agricultural  area. 

There  were  170  deaths  registered  in  the  district  against  167 
in  1908,  an  increase  of  3.  To  this  number  i  has  to  be  added  owing 
to  a  resident  dying  in  a  public  institution  outside  the  district, 
making  the  correct  total  17 1  for  the  year,  and  giving  a  death-rate 
of  15.2  per  1000,  practically  the  same  as  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years  as  shown  by  d'able  1. 

The  death-rate  for  the  various  districts  is  as  follows  :  — 
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The  higli  death-rate  at  Yarm  is  due  to  outbreak  of  measles 
and  the  number  of  deaths  under  i  3’ear.  At  Brougliton,  there  were 
5  deaths  over  the  age  of  76  years  and  3  under  i  year.  At  Ayton,  5 
deaths  were  due  to  tuberculous  disease  or  phthisis,  and  10  to 
bronchitis  or  pneumonia. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  have  been  9  from  measles,  2  from 
diphtheria,  2  from  whooping  cough,  3  from  enteric  fever,  18  from 
plithisis  or  tnbercadons  disease  (last  year  there  were  19),  3  from 
cancer  (last  year  there  w^re  6),  28  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia, 
II  from  heart  disease,  5  from  inllnenza,  3  from  cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
or  alcoholism,  and  5  from  accidents. 

The  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  are  16,  viz.  9  from 
measles  at  Yarni,  2  from  wdiooping  cough  at  vStokesley,  2  from 
diphtheria  (i  at  Ayton  and  i  at  Ingleby  AriK'lille),  and  3  from 
enteric  lever  (i  at  Stokesley,  i  at  Kirkby,  and  i  at  I.ow  Worsall). 
The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  1.41  per  1000  inhabitants.  Last  year 
there  were  8  deaths  from  these  causes,  the  increase  being  due  to 
measles  and  enteric  fever. 

According  to  the  ages  and  districts,  the  deatlis  have  been 
thus  distributed  :  — 
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The  deaths  under  one  year  old  are  29,  four  less  than  last 
year,  but  above  the  average  of  the  last  eight  years  ;  however,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  births  being  a  little  above  the  average 
the  rate  of  99.66  per  1000  births  is  below'  the  average. 

d'he  deaths  as  shown  by  Table  V.  are  chielly  due  to 
measles  3,  debility  5,  convulsions  6,  bronchitis  7,  premature  birth  3, 
and  I  to  a  congenital  defect  of  the  heart,  d'en  of  these  were  in 
children  under  a  month  old,  and  only  one  was  illegitimate. 

d  he  deaths  between  i  year  and  under  5  years  are  24,  a 
larger  number  than  there  has  been  for  years,  and  are  chielly  due  to  : 
inlectious  diseases  10,  tuberculous  disease  and  phthisis  5,  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  7. 

ddie  deaths  over  65  years  are  the  fewest  that  1  can 
remember  in  the  district. 
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Four  at  least  of  the  cases  that  died  from  phthisis  were 
people  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  district  on  account  of  tlieir 
health. 

I  lie  deaths  consist  of  8i  males  and  90  females,  and  occurred 
in  tlie  following  months:-  15  in  Jcinuary,  18  in  February,  18  in 
March,  13  in  April,  24  in  May,  10  in  June,  7  in  July,  13  in  August, 
12  in  September,  8  in  October,  15  in  November,  and  18  in  December. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

22  cases  have  been  notihed  during  the  past  year  against  17 
cases  in  igo8,  viz.  :  — 

7  cases  of  diphtheria :  3  at  Ayton,  i  at  Yarm,  i  at 

Nunthorpe,  i  at  Ingleby  Greenhow  and  i  at  Ingleby 
AriK'lille. 

II  cases  of  scarlet  fever:  i  at  Stokesley,  2  at  Ayton,  and 

8  at  Rounton. 

4  cases  of  enteric  fever  :  i  at  Stokesley,  i  at  Yarm,  i  at 
Kirkby,  and  i  at  Worsall. 

Diphtheria  is  more  frequent  at  Ayton  than  any  other  part 
ol  the  district  since  they  got  their  drainage  scheme,  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  partially  due  to  that.  Formerly  all  the 
sewerage  wais  discharged  into  the  open  stream,  which  was  shallow 
and  olten  olfensive,  esjiecially  in  hot  weather,  but  the  sewerage  was 
disinfected  by  the  sun  and  fresh  air  ;  now  it  is  confined  in  drains 
which  are  badly  ventilated,  especially  now  the  inhabitants  have 
insisted  upon  most  of  the  ventilating  lioles  being  closed  in  to 
prevent  the  smell  from  them.  1  should  recommend  all  the  holes  to 
be  re-opened,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  more  frequent  Hushing 
of  the  drains. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  only  in  four  houses.  The 
outbreak  at  Rounton  was  due  to  the  first  case  not  having  been 
detected,  and  there  was  a  danger  of  the  school  being  infected. 

d'here  was  nothing  special  about  the  cases  of  enteric  fever. 

The  most  serious  epidemic  was  the  outbreak  of  measles  at 
Yarm,  which  was  of  a  most  virulent  type,  and  caused  9  deaths.  In 
my  report  on  the  outbreak  I  pointed  out  that  in  my  opinion  the 
only  way  to  prevent  a  similar  outbreak  was  the  closing  of  several 
of  the  houses  in  the  narrow  yards,  and  suggested  the  County 
Medical  Officer  should  be  asked  to  inspect  them,  but  he  has  not 
been  over  yet ;  I  suppose  because  he  has  not  been  asked  to  come. 

Schools  had  to  be  closed  at  Ingleby  on  account  of  chicken 
pox  ;  at  Rounton  from  scarlet  fever ;  at  Worsall  and  "t'arm  from 
measles,  and  at  Ingleby  from  whooping  cough. 

Your  inspector  has  shown  his  usual  energy  in  disinfecting 
all  premises  that  were  infected,  and  schools,  and  1  must  again  thank 
him  for  the  great  pains  he  has  taken. 

Only  one  case  of  tuberculosis  was  reported  amongst 
paupers.  I'he  patient  died  soon  after  the  case  was  reported,  and 
the  house  was  disinfected.  There  were  18  deaths  from  tuberculous 
disease  in  one  form  or  other,  against  19  last  year,  and  giving  a 
death-rate  of  1.68  per  1000. 
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WATER. 


I'lie  water-supply  of  the  distrit't  has  been  attended  to.  It 
is  eliielly  from  public'  pumps,  and  as  a  rule  verv  hard,  and  often  to 
be  c  arried  a  ^oocl  distance.  The  public  pumps  have  been  kept  in 
good  working  cjrder,  except  at  Uudby,  where  it  is  necessary  to 
replace  the  old  one. 

In  Bilsdale  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water  which 
might  easily  be  taken  to  the  farm  houses  in  pipes  :  at  present  it  is 
often  not  ht  for  domestic  purpc:)ses,  being  contaminated  by  the  cattle 
and  sometimes  dead  animals  are  found  in  the  water-course,  and  ver}' 
often  it  is  not  convenient.  I  might  ebpec'iahy  mention  kdlermire, 
Conisor,  M allgarth,  Bleak  Hill  and  Watson's. 

At  Seamer,  Lord  Lec'onfield  has  placed  a  storage  tank  near 
Mr.  J.  Anton’s  farm,  whic'h  is  lilled  by  means  of  a  windmill  from  a 
good  spring,  and  c'arried  to  the  houses  in  pii)es,  thus  deling  awa}^ 
w'ith  the  necessity  of  the  public  pump,  and  giving  the  inhabitants  a 
more  convenient  and  better  supply. 

The  supply  at  Carlton  and  other  parts  of  the  district 
remain  the  same. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Sewerage  of  the  Distric't  has  received  attention,  and 
several  of  the  old  drains  and  sewers  have  been  relaid  with  sanitary 
pipes.  These  drains  all  discharge  into  streams  without  the  sewerage 
being  treated  ;  they  have  no  system  of  Hushing  ;  the  joints  are  not 
perfect,  and  no  ventilaticjii  is  arranged  for.  I  cannot  say  that  any 
disease  has  been  c'aused  by  them,  but  they  are  a  sourc'e  of  danger 
and  altogether  unsanitarv.  It  wordd  be  safer,  thcjugh  not  so  sightly, 
for  tl  le  sewerage  to  run  in  an  c:)pen  c'hannel  with  a  c'emented  bed 
and  c'onstant  How  of  water. 

riie  oidy  excej)tions  to  these  remarks  are  at  Ayton  and 
Kirk]e\'ingtc.)n,  where  there  are  drains  on  sanitary  jndnc'iples  with 
sewage  disposcul  works.  At  Aytcrii,  the  ventilation  is  not  satisfactc^ry 
and  on  account  of  the  increase  in  population  the  sewage  disjmsal 
work  is  being  tested  to  its  greatest  extent,  and  may  soon  want 
enlarging.  The  under  drainage  of  thc'se  works  has  been  in  use  for 
ten  years,  and  is  beginning  to  rcH|uire  attention.  The  autcjmatic: 
Hushing  c'hand)ers  have  v’orked  satishieloi  i  1\ ,  and  the  tank  sludge 
punip  has  given  no  trouble.  I'liere  is  a  tendeiu  v  to  an  inc'rease  in 
W.C’s.  in  the  district  ;  this  sliordd  not  be  encouraged  ou  account  of 
the  water  supply  and  drains.  1  believe  that  in  any  drainage 
system  the  drains  should  have  a  constant  water  supply  to  Hush 
them. 

The  scavenging  at  Stokesley  and  Yarm  has  been  fairly 
satislactory,  but  requires  constant  attention  as  the  scavengers 
neglec  t  their  work  whenever  they  have  an  opportunity.  At  Ayton, 
owing  to  the  number  ol  houses  erected  with  pan  t'iosets,  there  is 
great  need  of  a  scavenger  and  a  place  for  the  deposit  of  house 
refuse.  In  the  rest  of  the  district  the  emptying  of  privies,  can 
be  still  left  safely  to  the  private  owners,  who  generallv  arrange  with 
a  neighbouring  farmer  to  remove  the  manure.  This  system  works 
well,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

(6) 


cow  SHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 


I'lie  premises  of  milk  jn'oviclers  and  the  cowsheds  have 
been  visited.  'Flie  c'owsheds  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  though  they  do  not  all  comply  with  the  bye-laws.  The 
animals  aj)peared  healthy  and  free  from  tuberculous  disease.  I  must 
point  out  to  you  that  there  is  no  veterinary  surgeon  appointed  to 
examine  any  animal  that  there  is  a  suspicion  about.  This  is  a  state 
of  affairs  that  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  alter. 

'File  water  supply  for  the  ('attle  is  not  always  so  satisfactory 
as  might  be,  being  often  stagnant  water  from  ponds  seldom  if  ever 
cleaned  out. 

BUTCHERS’  SHOPS  AND  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  places  have  been  inspected  :  they  have  been  found 
clean  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  ('ondition  ;  occasionally  the  refuse 
is  allowed  to  remain  too  long. 

d'he  meat  was  of  good  quality,  and  no  fault  to  be  found 
with  it.  'Fhere  is  no  Inspector  with  a  special  certificate  appointed 
to  inspect  the  meat ;  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  been  very  satis¬ 
factorily  doiK',  and  1  see  no  need  lor  any  alteration  at  present. 

PLANS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council  and  allowed  as 
follows  :  — 

At  Great  Ayton — 

d'o  Mr.  Win.  Pearson,  for  d  cottages,  California 
'Fo  Mr.  Dorley,  for  4  houses,  California. 

I'o  Mrs.  A.  Newton,  for  1  house,  Romany  Road. 

To  Mr.  Clark,  for  i  house,  Romany  Fvoad. 

To  Mr.  Fi.  Heaviside,  for  b  cottages,  Bradley’s  Row. 

To  Mr.  Ingledew,  for  2  houses,  Carlin's  Close. 

I'o  Messrs.  Densham  and  Brown,  4  cottages,  John  Street. 

At  Stokesley- 

To  Mr.  J.  P.  Sowerby,  for  5  houses.  High  Street. 

At  Yarm — 

To  Mr.  W.  Doughty,  for  4  semi-detached  houses,  West  Street. 
To  County  Schools,  for  a  new  corridor,  <&c. 

At  Hutton  Rudby — 

To  Mr.  A.  B.  Wilson,  for  3  cottages,  East  Row. 

At  Great  Broughton — 

To  Mr.  Clive  Dixon,  for  a  cottage,  stable  and  coach-house  at 
Red  Hall. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  WORKING  CLASS. 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  working  class  at  Yarm 
and  Stokesley  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  unsatisfactory.  They  are 
crowded  in  yards  badly  paved  ;  the  slops  have  to  be  thrown  on  to 
the  gully  traps  of  the  dimiiis,  more  frequently  it  goes  on  the  bad 
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pavement,  sinks  into  the  ground,  and  renders  it  foul.  They  have  to 
join  at  privies  which  it  is  nobody’s  duty  to  keep  clean.  The  houses 
liave  no  ba('k  doors  and  therefore  no  good  through-ventdation  ;  no  air 
space  round  them  and  practically  impossible  for  the  sun  to  get  in  ; 
tlie  lloors  are  rough  and  uneven.  There  is  a  great  tendency  to 
overcrowding,  and  in  Stokesley  the  water  has  to  be  carried  some 
distance.  They  are  occupied  by  dirty  people,  as  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  keep  them  clean.  Some,  perhaps,  hide  the  dirt  better 
than  others,  but  under  the  circumstances  how  can  they  keep  things 
clean  ?  and  without  cdeanliness  you  cannot  have  health.  It  is  useless 
to  close  these  houses  as  the  occui)iers  have  nowhere  else  to  go.  The 
only  remedy  that  I  can  see  is  for  you  to  build  Workmen’s  Cottages. 
If  }'ou  want  to  examine  the  truth  of  these  statements,  go  down 
nearly  any  of  the  yards  in  Yarm  and  in  Stokesley  ;  those  at  the 
stone  bridge,  Coulson’s  yard,  the  one  next  to  it,  the  sweep’s  house, 
Caton’s  yard.  Chapel  yard,  and  at  present  Red  Row,  but  these 
would  be  fair  houses,  if  repaired. 

CLOSING  HOUSES. 

Notices  have  been  issued  for  the  c  losing  of  houses  as  unfit 
for  oc'CLipation  as  follows  :  one  in  Stainsby’s  yard,  one  in  Bulmer’s 
yard,  and  one  in  Meek’s  yard,  all  in  Yarm.  These  have  been  vacated 
or  repaired.  A  house  at  the  village  of  Rotto  has  required  the 
assistance  of  the  law  to  clear  out  the  oc:cupiers. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  I  inspected  669  school  children.  They 
were,  on  the  whole,  healthy  and  free  from  any  serious  defect,  thougli 
in  235  cases  I  had  to  call  the  parents’  attention  to  defects  that 
required  treating.  In  one  case  of  phthisis  it  was  the  means  of  the 
cliild  being  placed  in  a  Sanatorium,  and  1  hear  the  child  is  improving 
ver}/  nicely.  On  account  of  the  children’s  teeth  being  so  bad  at 
Kildale  school,  it  will  be  wise  to  have  an  analysis  of  the  water  made. 
In  only  one  case  was  the  child  decidedly  suffering  from  the  want 
of  food  :  and  the  parents  who  are  earning  good  wages,  are  paying 
more  attention  to  its  feeding  and  the  c'hild  is  improving.  A  large 
number  of  the  recommendations  have  done  no  good,  but  as  the 
parents  are  taking  more  interest  in  these  examinations,  I  hope  there 
will  be  better  results  another  vear. 


The  lodging-houses,  workshops  and  bakeries,  have  been 
visited,  and  found  satisfactory,  no  action  being  required  in 
connection  with  any  of  them 


This,  Gentlemen,  concludes  my  report,  which  I  hope  will 
give  satisfaction. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  M.  YEOMAN, 


February  18th,  1910. 
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M.  O.  H. 


Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 

STOKESLEY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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Table  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1909  and  previous  Years. 

STOKESLEY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital  Name  and  Situation  :  Fever  Sanatorium  and  Small  Pox  Hospital,  under  the  Middlesbrough  Corporati 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  :  All. 


Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  i9o9 

STOKESLEY  RURAE  SANITARY  DISI'RICT. 
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Table  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 

STOKESI.EY  RURAE  SANEFARV  DISTRICT. 
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Want  of  Breast-milk,  Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  . 
f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 


IV. 

Tuberculous 

Diseases 


Tuberculous  Peritonitis :  Tabes 
Mesenterica 


V. 

Other 

Causes. 


Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Erysipelas 
Rickets 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
^  Other  Causes 


Total 


2  I 


10 


1 

6 

7 

1 


29 


STOKESLEY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


I  legitimate  ...276. 
Births  in  the  year< 

(illegitimate  ...  15. 


r  legitimate  infants,  28. 
Deatlis  in  the  year  of< 

( illegitimate  infants,  i. 


Population:  Estimated  to  middle  of  1909 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ag^es 


11,257 


271. 


•  : 


